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Sir: 



This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 

[ ] Under 37 C.F.R. 1.129(a), or 

(First/Second Submission after Final Rejection) 

[ X ] Under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b), or 

(Within any one of the following time periods: three (3) months of filing national 
application, other than a CPA, or date of entry of the national stage in an international 
application; or before the mailing date of a first official action on the merits in a 
non- provisional application, including a CPA; or a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 

[ ] Under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(c), together with either: 

[ ] Statement under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e), as checked below, or 
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[ ] Statement under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e), as checked below, and 

[ ] Fee of $180.00 under 37 C.F.R. 1.17(p), or 

(Filed after Final Office Action or Notice of Allowance, whichever issues first, 
but on or before payment of Issue Fee) 

[ ] Under 37 C.F.R. 1.97 (i) : 

Applicant respectfully requests that the I.D.S. and cited reference (s) 
be placed in the application file wrapper (Filed after payment of issue Fee) . 

Statement Under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e); 

[ ] Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 

^ Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign Patent 
Office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three (3) 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement; or 

t ] No item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 

Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the 
undersigned, after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information 
contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was known to any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(c) more than three (3) months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

Statement Under 37 C.F.R. 1.704 (d) - (Patent Term Adjustment); 

(Applies to original applications, other than designs, filed on or after May 29, 2000 ) 

[ ] Each item of information contained in the Information Disclosure 

Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart application and this communication was not received by any 
individual designated in §1.56 (c) more than thirty (30) days prior to 
the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

Enclosed Herewith is Form PTO-1449, and; 

[ X ] Copies of the cited references are enclosed. 

[ ] Copies of the cited references are enclosed, except those entered in 

prior application, U.S. Serial No. , to which priority under 

35 U.S.C. 120 is claimed (The earlier application contains copies of the 
cited references) . 

[ ] The listed references were cited in the enclosed International Search 
Report in a counterpart foreign application. 

[ x ] The "concise explanation" requirement is satisfied by: 

[ x] the explanation provided on the attached sheet; 

[ ] the explanation provided in the specification; 

[ ] submission of the enclosed International Search Report; or 

[ ] the enclosed English language Abstract. 

[ ] Applicant requests that the following pending applications be 
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[ } A copy of each above-cited application, including the current claims, is 



[ ] A copy of each above-cited application, including the current claims, is 

enclosed, except those entered in prior application Serial No. , 

to which priority under 35 U.S.C. 120 is claimed. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to return a copy of the above 
list of pending applications indicating which references were considered with 
the next Official Action. 

Further, it is respectfully requested that the information disclosed 
herein be made of record in this application. 
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COMMENTS 

U.S. Patent 3,609,998 discloses a method and apparatus for producing of 
closed toe directly in a machine. A toe is knitted by reverse run after the 
knitwear is caught on rehanging sinkers of the apparatus half -disc. When the toe 
pouch is finished, the half-disk is tilted to the needles of the remaining half- 
circle of needles, which needles did not take part in the toe knitting and the 
knitwear re-hanged on the half -disk is transferred directly on the needles of the 
remaining half -circle, whereby, the knitwear is closed. Then, the rest of the 
knitwear is knitted. 

The same method of toe knitting and the same apparatus are disclosed in 
U.S. Patent 5,727,400, U.S. Patent 5,907,960 and EP 838,544. 

Further, various alternatives of the tilting half-plate and embodiments of 
the re-hanging sinkers are disclosed in U.S. Patent 5,816,075, U.S. Patent 
5,761,931, U.S. Patent 855,122 and U.S. Patent 6,176,106. 

Disadvantages of this principle and of the respective apparatus are 
described in the present application. 

U.S. Patent 6,223,564 describes the final development of the transferring 
sinkers. This limits functionality of this apparatus for other knitwear types, 
but mainly it is reflected in the sinker lifetime. 

The assortment of sinkers for the function of the apparatus as such is 
broader in comparison to the machines not knitting the closed toe. 

An advantage of the present application is that the instrument sinkers are 
not tilted, which brings about accuracy in the reverse transfer to the needles 
of the second half -circle. 
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